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Abstract: Regional art history encompasses the development, styles, schools, and cultural backgrounds of art within a given
area, serving as a precious historical and cultural resource that also exerts significant influence on the development of the
modern cultural industry. Especially in the current context of China’s vigorous promotion of cultural confidence, integrating
regional art history into the modern cultural and creative industry holds great practical significance for addressing the prob-
lems of homogeneity, lack of creativity, and insufficient vitality in cultural and creative products. Based on this, this paper,
from the perspective of broad regional art history, clarifies its positive impact on the modern cultural and creative industry,
and, in light of the practical dilemmas faced by the industry, proposes countermeasures from the aspects of strengthening
the excavation and interpretation of artistic cultural connotations, balancing commercialization and cultural preservation,
improving market-oriented mechanisms, and enhancing talent and financial support.
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1. Introduction

Regional art history is a comprehensive study of the artistic development, stylistic evolution, artistic schools, and cul-
tural inheritance of a particular region, serving as a visual cultural diary that records art, history, and humanity. From the
graceful elegance of Dunhuang murals to the intricate refinement of Huizhou woodcarving, from the joyous vibrancy of
Yangliuging New Year paintings to the dazzling brilliance of Miao silver ornaments, these artistic forms not only embody
skills and aesthetics but also carry profound regional cultural genes and collective memory. The distinct regional symbols,
uniqueness, and irreplaceability of regional art provide the most vivid materials for cultural creativity and have an important
impact on the development of the modern cultural and creative industry. At present, the development of China’s cultural and
creative industry has gradually shifted from a phase of rapid quantitative expansion to a stage of effective qualitative growth.
Homogeneous industrial products can no longer meet the growing spiritual and cultural needs of the people. Cultural identity
and cultural confidence are becoming important considerations in consumers’ cultural consumption choices. Better utiliza-
tion of regional art history resources to promote the innovative development of the modern cultural and creative industry,
and to realize the virtuous interaction between cultural inheritance and economic development, has become an important
direction for the advancement of cultural undertakings. Through this study, the aim is to further promote the integration of
regional art history with the modern cultural and creative industry, to develop cultural and creative products with stronger
regional characteristics and richer historical and contemporary connotations, enhance the market competitiveness of regional
cultural and creative industries, and promote the creative transformation and innovative development of outstanding tradi-
tional culture, thereby achieving both economic and social benefits.

2. The Concept and Characteristics of Regional Art History
2.1 The Concept of Regional Art History

Regional art history refers to the history of visual arts with distinctive regional characteristics that has been formed
within a certain geographical area through long-term historical accumulation and development. The regional art history dis-
cussed in this paper is a relatively broad concept, encompassing various aspects such as local artworks, artistic imagery, art
history, and artistic culture. It includes multiple technical forms such as painting, calligraphy, sculpture, architectural crafts,
and seal carving, as well as related historical and cultural materials. Regional art history is both a spatial and a temporal
concept, presenting the uniqueness of artistic styles and cultural ideas within a specific region during a certain period. It also
embodies symbolic features such as locality, ethnicity, and folk traditions.
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2.2 Characteristics of Regional Art History

(1) Typical Regionality.

Regionality is the most typical characteristic of regional art history. As the saying goes, “local conditions nurture local
people.” Different geographical environments, climatic conditions, and living customs inevitably shape different production
and lifestyle habits, and likewise, they also give rise to distinct artistic and cultural styles. For example, the dry climate and
frequent sandstorms in the north result in artistic works that often embody grandeur and magnificence, with vigorous brush-
work, as seen in Jing Hao’s Mount Kuanglu and Fan Kuan’s Travelers Among Mountains and Streams. Their towering peaks
and imposing mountains leave viewers with a strong visual impact and spiritual resonance. In contrast, the humid climate
and dense river networks in the south nurture delicate and graceful artistic styles, such as Huang Gongwang’s Dwelling in
the Fuchun Mountains and Wang Ximeng’s A Thousand Li of Rivers and Mountains, along with Jiangnan ink paintings, the
exquisite elegance of Suzhou embroidery, and the brilliant splendor of Shu brocade. Integrating distinctive regional artistic
symbols into cultural and creative products can effectively enhance their cultural connotations and market competitiveness,
while also promoting the living inheritance and value reconstruction of regional art.

(2) Unique Ethnicity.

China is a multi-ethnic country, with each ethnic group possessing its own unique cultural and artistic traditions. Re-
gional art history also demonstrates distinct ethnic cultural characteristics, with artworks fully expressing various ethnic
groups’ aesthetic consciousness, folk traditions, religious beliefs, and moral values, thereby forming a diverse and colorful
cultural landscape. For example, the flying apsaras in the Dunhuang murals are the result of blending Indian Buddhist
goddess imagery with traditional Chinese culture; Tibetan thangka paintings, known for their bright colors and full compo-
sitions, serve not only as important ritual offerings but also as significant decorative art for Tibetans; the Miao people show-
case their cultural identity through unique embroidery, clothing, and silver ornaments. Incorporating striking ethnic art into
cultural and creative products creates items with strong ethnic characteristics and unique competitiveness, further promoting
the inheritance and development of ethnic culture.

(3) Unity of Historicity and Inheritance.

Regional art history has gradually formed and developed over a long historical process. Each artwork and each craft
technique carries historical imprints and bears witness to the changes of the times. Through continuous inheritance and de-
velopment, stable techniques and forms of expression have emerged, demonstrating characteristics distinct from mainstream
culture. For instance, the mamian skirt (horse-face skirt), one of the main skirt styles worn by Han women in ancient China,
has recently gained widespread popularity again in modern society. Similarly, the lacquer art of Pingyao in Shanxi, with its
polishing and decorating techniques, has a history of over one thousand years and remains widely practiced today. Further
exploration of the artistic features and cultural essence of regional art history, combined with modern elements, can enrich
the cultural and creative industry and foster new creative business forms.

(4) Coexistence of Artistic and Practical Value.

The various artistic forms and cultural connotations encompassed in regional art history originally had certain practical
functions. Over time, people gradually discovered their aesthetic value beyond mere utility, eventually transforming them
into artistic forms that embody both aesthetic and functional value. For example, Jingdezhen porcelain was initially just a
household utensil. Later, with technological advancements, it achieved translucent glaze and exquisite decoration, surpass-
ing mere practical use and becoming objects of aesthetic appreciation, with some even regarded as peerless artistic treasures.
In modern cultural and creative product design, integrating the dual concept of artistry and practicality from regional art
history into product development and business models can further amplify market value, meet diverse consumer demands,
and enhance product competitiveness.

3. Analysis of the Influence of Regional Art History on the Modern Cultural and
Creative Industry

3.1 Inspiring Creative Ideas and Enriching Design Language

The most direct influence of regional art history on the modern cultural and creative industry lies in the transformation
and application of visual language and design elements. Regional art history contains a wealth of artistic symbols, color
schemes, compositional principles, and expressive techniques, all of which serve as important references for modern cul-
tural and creative product design. Designers can draw inspiration from these elements and apply them to modern products
through simplification and reorganization, thereby highlighting regional, ethnic, and cultural characteristics. For instance,
designers have applied the flying apsara figures from Dunhuang murals to local tourism merchandise, creative ornaments,
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and products such as phone cases and laptop bags. These designs preserve the artistic charm of Dunhuang while aligning
with the aesthetic preferences of modern consumers, making them highly popular in the market. Similarly, the Palace Mu-
seum’s cultural and creative team has integrated patterns and colors from Ming and Qing court art into modern products,
creating viral items such as “court-bead” headphones and Palace Museum lipsticks. Behind the success of these products
lies the profound influence of regional art history, which wins consumer favor through the perfect combination of historical
aesthetics and modern functionality.

3.2 Inheriting Cultural Genes and Promoting Emotional Communication

On a deeper level, regional art history provides abundant narrative resources and emotional connections for modern cul-
tural and creative industries. The core of the cultural and creative industry is to better meet audiences’ spiritual and cultural
needs. By integrating regional art history into this industry, consumers can better appreciate the cultural connotations and
emotional resonance behind products or services, thereby promoting cultural inheritance and dissemination. For example, a
cultural and creative enterprise in Chongqing developed ornaments and anime merchandise based on the artistic heritage of
the Sanxingdui bronze civilization. Audiences not only gained high-quality cultural products and visual enjoyment but also
experienced the millennia-old cultural connotations of ancient Shu, promoting the spread of regional culture. The Palace
Museum’s playful products such as the “I Know” tape and “Travel by Imperial Order” luggage tags have given imperial im-
agery an approachable quality, breaking the traditional impression of solemnity and rigidity, while offering audiences unique
emotional value. In Danzhai, Guizhou, cultural and creative products themed around batik — such as clothing, accessories,
and home goods — not only promoted the inheritance and development of this traditional craft but also introduced more
audiences to Miao and Dong ethnic cultures, fostering ethnic interaction, exchange, and integration.

3.3 Shaping Regional Characteristics and Enhancing Brand Value

From the perspective of industrial structure, integrating regional art history into the modern cultural and creative indus-
try helps further explore and shape the characteristics of regional cultural industries, reshape the geographical distribution of
the cultural economy, and enhance brand value. At present, different regions in China are gradually developing distinctive
regional cultural and creative systems by relying on their own art historical resources. For example, Jingdezhen in Jiangxi,
drawing on its thousand-year porcelain heritage, has built a cultural and creative ceramic industry chain that integrates cre-
ation, exhibition, experience, and sales. Hangzhou, based on the traditions of Southern Song court art and Jiangnan literati
painting, has cultivated the unique “Elegant Life” cultural brand. The Suzhou Museum, relying on the artistic features of
Suzhou gardens, incorporates fresh and elegant tones and meticulous craftsmanship into bookmarks, folding fans, puzzles,
and stationery sets, shaping a signature cultural and creative brand infused with Jiangnan cultural charm. This differentiation
strategy, rooted in regional art history, provides cultural and creative products with unique cultural identities, effectively
avoiding homogeneous competition and fostering a positive, diverse, and symbiotic ecosystem. In summary, cultural and
creative industry chains based on regional artistic characteristics possess distinct features, contribute to establishing corpo-
rate brand images, cultivate consumer loyalty, and enhance economic benefits.

4. Strategies to Promote the Integrated Development of Regional Art History and
the Modern Cultural and Creative Industry

The transformation of regional art history within the modern cultural and creative industry is not achieved overnight
but faces numerous challenges. How can we avoid the superficial appropriation and replication of traditional elements? How
can innovation be pursued while preserving the authenticity of artistic traditions? How can the balance between commercial-
ization and cultural preservation be maintained? How can the industry overcome challenges related to funding, talent, and
technology? How can a sound market operation system be established to protect corporate intellectual property? These are
all issues that require comprehensive consideration at the local level.

4.1 Strengthening the Exploration and Interpretation of Cultural Connotations, Reforming and

Innovating in Accordance with the Modern Context and Audience Needs

Traditional artistic elements are not only visual symbols but also carriers of culture, philosophy, and emotion. Localities
should organize experts and scholars to conduct in-depth field research, collecting and compiling various forms of folk art
and techniques. In particular, it is important to explore the historical background, cultural significance, and social functions
behind these artistic traditions, so as to prevent cultural and creative practices from remaining at the superficial level of mere
imitation. Local universities and cultural think tanks should be encouraged to strengthen academic research on regional art
history through seminars, workshops, and exchanges, with a focus on exploring pathways and models for its transformation
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into the modern cultural and creative industry. This will accelerate the formation of specialized academic achievements
in regional art history and provide support for the development of local cultural industries.Enterprises should be guided
to closely integrate traditional artistic elements with modern life scenarios, aesthetic trends, and audience needs. Through
methods such as functional transformation, semantic reconstruction, and element integration, they should engage in creative
expression to ensure that the designed cultural and creative products not only embody the quality and depth of traditional
artistic culture but also meet contemporary aesthetic expectations and practical demands. This approach can effectively
enhance the regional distinctiveness and brand identity of cultural and creative products, thereby strengthening their core
competitiveness.

4.2 Preserving the Authenticity of Art in Innovation and Balancing Commercialization with Cul-

tural Protection

Promoting the integration of regional art history with the modern cultural and creative industry requires a firm com-
mitment to the core values and spiritual essence of traditional art and culture, without excessive deviation. The application
of traditional regional art history should be based on a profound understanding and respect for historical works, followed
by creative integration rather than simple replication. Full respect should be given to the regional, ethnic, and artistic char-
acteristics embodied in regional art history. In the process of innovation, attention must be paid to extracting the aesthetic
symbols and cultural genes of original works, respecting differences, creating distinctiveness, and avoiding homogenization.
For example, a cultural and creative enterprise developed teacups inspired by the works of Bada Shanren. By using laser
printing techniques, it captured the “minimalist, aloof, and reserved” artistic conception of Bada Shanren’s paintings, and
then reproduced this aesthetic through glaze effects on the cups, achieving remarkable artistic expression.Furthermore, in
advancing the commercialization of regional art history, the principle of prioritizing cultural protection must be made clear.
Traditional art and craftsmanship should be appropriately preserved, avoiding the loss of heritage caused by excessive in-
dustrialization and commercialization. Regional art history resources should be reasonably developed and utilized, without
overexploitation or over-packaging, to maintain historical and cultural authenticity as much as possible.A diversified protec-
tion mechanism should be established with the participation of government, enterprises, social organizations, and the public.
This mechanism should not only make full use of regional art history resources and promote the development of the cultural
and creative industry but also emphasize the inheritance and protection of traditional artistic skills and historical culture,
thereby achieving coordinated development of both economic and cultural benefits.

4.3 Expanding Financing Channels through Multiple Measures and Strengthening the Construc-

tion of a Multi-skilled Talent Team

Promoting the integration of regional art history with the modern cultural and creative industry requires the support of
capital, technology, and talent. Local governments should further increase financial investment and guide social capital to
flow into the cultural and creative industries by establishing special funds and introducing financial support policies, thereby
supporting academic research, talent training, and project development. They should also support eligible cultural and crea-
tive enterprises in raising funds through public listing or bond issuance, thereby broadening direct financing channels. Social
capital should be encouraged to support local cultural and creative enterprises through financing, joint ventures, and other
means.Each locality should strengthen talent team development in line with its actual conditions. Local governments should
further optimize talent introduction policies, attracting outstanding artists, humanities scholars, and creative professionals
to work and start businesses locally by offering measures such as talent green cards and housing subsidies. A talent reward
mechanism should be established to reward units and individuals who achieve innovative results in regional art history re-
search or make outstanding contributions to the development of the cultural and creative industry. Local universities and vo-
cational colleges should strengthen pragmatic cooperation, integrating art majors with disciplines such as history and culture,
marketing, and product design, with a focus on cultivating multi-skilled talents who possess solid artistic foundations, broad
cultural vision, and strong market awareness. Enterprises should also be encouraged to carry out various forms of on-the-job
training to enhance the overall professional competence and knowledge level of the existing workforce.

4.4 Improving and Perfecting the Cultural and Creative Market Supervision Mechanism and
Strengthening Judicial Protection of Intellectual Property Rights

A sound market supervision mechanism and comprehensive intellectual property protection are guarantees for the
high-quality development of the cultural and creative industry. Localities should improve and perfect the market protection
mechanism for the cultural and creative industry in light of actual conditions, strengthen coordination among departments
such as culture, market supervision, and public security, form regulatory synergy, and increase daily supervision of the

Arts Studies and Criticism 346 | Yunxi Jia



production and sales of cultural and creative products. Infringement and piracy must be strictly combated to ensure the
high-quality development of the industry. Relevant industry associations should be supported in strengthening self-regu-
lation and standardizing corporate production and business practices.Further improve and perfect of laws and regulations
related to cultural and creative products are needed, clarifying the ownership and scope of protection for copyright, trade-
mark rights, patent rights, and other rights of cultural and creative products, while increasing penalties for infringement and
raising the cost of violations. Publicity efforts should be further strengthened to advocate a social atmosphere that respects
knowledge and values innovation, thereby raising overall awareness of intellectual property rights.

5. Conclusion

As an important part of human cultural heritage, regional art history contains abundant cultural treasures and infinite
creative potential. Promoting the transformation of traditional regional art history into the modern cultural and creative
industry is not only a process of prospering the cultural industry but also a process of inheriting and developing culture and
civilization. Looking ahead, with social development, technological progress, and the growing public demand for culture,
regional art history will play an increasingly important role in the development of the modern cultural and creative industry.
We must adhere to the principle of maintaining integrity while pursuing innovation, continuously explore the connotations
of regional cultural art history, innovate development concepts and models, and promote the high-quality development of
local cultural industries.
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