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Abstracts: With the rapid development of the digital economy, the demand for talents in society has undergone profound 
changes, and traditional economic education is facing new challenges and opportunities. In order to adapt to the requirements 
of the digital economy era, the reform of economic education is imperative. This paper firstly describes the characteristics of 
the digital economy era and its impact on economic education, then analyzes the existing problems of the current economic 
education, and finally puts forward the specific strategies for the reform of economic education. Through the analysis, this 
paper aims to explore how to cultivate economic talents with digital economy thinking and skills through education reform 
in the context of digital economy.
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1. Introduction
The rise of the digital economy has driven profound changes in the global economic landscape. According to a report of 

the International Monetary Fund, the digital economy has become one of the key powerhouses of global economic growth. 
The wide application of digital technology has not only changed the traditional economic model, but also had a profound 
impact on all areas of society. Against this backdrop, education, especially economic education, faces an unprecedented need 
for change.

The era of digital economy requires economic education to be able to cultivate compound talents with data analysis 
ability, innovation consciousness, and technology application ability. However, the traditional economic education system 
and the rapid development of the digital economy have produced no small contradiction. Therefore, how to cultivate 
economic talents adapted to the needs of digital economy through educational reform in the context of digital economy has 
become a focus of attention for educators and policy makers.

2. Characteristics of the digital economy era and its impact on economic education
2.1 Key features of the digital economy
2.1.1 Data-driven economic model

Digital economy is an economic model with data as the core production factor. Technologies such as big data, artificial 
intelligence, and cloud computing are rapidly changing the operation mode of enterprises, and data has become an important 
resource for all aspects of production, decision-making, and market analysis.
2.1.2 Innovation and technology-driven

The development of the digital economy relies on the continuous innovation and application of technology. Emerging 
technologies such as blockchain, 5G and IoT have greatly promoted the digital transformation of various industries, creating 
new business models and market demand.
2.1.3 Globalization and Virtualization

Digital technology has broken through geographical limitations, making the global market more closely connected. 
Transnational corporations are able to carry out globalized operations through digital platforms, facilitating the rapid growth 
of global trade and the virtual economy.
2.1.4 Rise of the platform economy

The development of the digital economy has brought about the flourishing of the platform economy. Large digital 
platforms like Alibaba, Amazon, and Google have not only changed the way companies operate, but also redefined the 
industrial structure and market rules.

2.2 Impact of the digital economy on economic education
The impact of the digital economy on economic education is multifaceted, generating far-reaching needs for change, 
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especially in terms of educational content, teaching methods and talent training objectives.[1]
2.2.1 Integration of economic theory and technology

The development of the digital economy has put forward new requirements for traditional economic theory. Under 
the digital economy, many classical economic theories need to be reexamined and supplemented, such as the platform 
economy theory and the sharing economy theory. In economic education, the cross-disciplinary knowledge of technology 
and economics has also become particularly important.
2.2.2 Cultivation of data analysis and decision-making skills

In the era of digital economy, data has become the new "oil". Therefore, economic education must strengthen the 
cultivation of students' data analysis ability, help them master the tools and techniques of big data analysis, and improve their 
ability to make decisions in the complex economic environment.
2.2.3 Enhancement of Interdisciplinary Ability

The development of the digital economy requires talents to have comprehensive interdisciplinary abilities. Economic 
education should not only teach knowledge of economics, but also cover programming, data science, artificial intelligence 
and other digital technology-related fields to cultivate students' interdisciplinary thinking ability.
2.2.4 Cultivation of lifelong learning ability

In the era of digital economy, with rapid changes and fast technological updates, economic education needs to guide 
students to establish the concept of lifelong learning and enhance their ability to adapt to new environments. The ability of 
lifelong learning can not only help students cope with the challenges in their careers, but also help them stay competitive in 
the rapidly changing digital economy.

3. Current problems in economic education
3.1 Teaching content lags behind developments in reality

With the rapid development of the digital economy, the traditional content of economic education can no longer 
adequately respond to the needs of the emerging economic model. At present, many economic courses still focus on 
traditional theoretical teaching such as macroeconomics and microeconomics, while neglecting the emerging economic 
theory and practical content related to the digital economy. For example, emerging areas such as the platform economy, the 
sharing economy and digital currencies fail to receive sufficient attention in the curriculum, making it difficult for students 
to cope with the challenges posed by the digital economy after graduation.[2]

3.2 Teaching methods are too homogenous
Current economic education mostly adopts traditional lecture-based teaching methods, which lacks the cultivation 

of students' practical ability and innovative thinking. In the era of digital economy, students need to have stronger hands-
on ability and practical experience. However, the current teaching is still teacher-centered, ignoring the students' sense of 
participation and interactivity, and failing to fully mobilize students' learning interest and practical ability.

3.3 Insufficient application of digitization technologies
Despite the growing use of digital technologies in economic activities, the use of digital teaching tools and platforms 

in economic education is still not widespread enough. Many schools are lagging behind in terms of teaching facilities and 
technological tools, failing to make full use of online learning platforms, data simulation experiments and other technological 
tools for teaching. This technological lag prevents students from experiencing the real scenarios and operational processes of 
the digital economy in the learning process.

3.4 Mismatch between talent training objectives and market needs
With the development of the digital economy, the demand of enterprises for economic talents has changed significantly, 

requiring them not only to have traditional knowledge of economics, but also to master digital technology and innovation 
ability. However, the current economic education still pays excessive attention to the teaching of theoretical knowledge and 
neglects the cultivation of technical application ability, innovation ability and interdisciplinary knowledge. This disconnect 
between the goal of talent training and the needs of the digital economy market has led to the lack of competitiveness of 
economics graduates in the digital transformation.

4. Strategies for reforming economic education in the era of the digital economy
In order to adapt to the rapid development of the digital economy, economic education must be comprehensively 

reformed. This paper proposes the following strategies from various aspects such as teaching content, teaching methods, 
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technology application and talent training.[3]

4.1 Updating teaching content to strengthen knowledge about the digital economy
First of all, economic education should update the content of the curriculum in a timely manner to include emerging 

economic fields related to the digital economy to ensure that students can master the latest economic theory and practical 
knowledge. For example, relevant courses such as platform economy, sharing economy, digital currency, etc. are offered to 
help students understand the operation mechanism of the digital economic model. At the same time, the teaching content 
of data analysis, big data economy and other technical fields should be strengthened, so that students can have basic data 
processing and analyzing ability.

4.2 Diversification of teaching methods
Traditional didactic teaching should be gradually transformed into diversified and interactive teaching. Through 

problem-oriented teaching, project-based learning and other methods, students' sense of participation and independent 
learning ability can be enhanced. For example, teachers can design actual cases in the field of digital economy, organize 
students to work in teams to analyze them, and cultivate students' ability to solve practical problems.

In addition, experimental courses and simulation training are added to help students experience real economic activities 
in a virtual economic environment. For example, through economic simulation software, students are allowed to carry out 
market transactions, investment decisions and other operations on a virtual platform, so as to enhance their practical and 
digital operational capabilities.

4.3 Enhancing the use of digital technologies in teaching and learning
Digital technology should be an important tool for economic education reform. Teachers can utilize modern educational 

technologies, such as online learning platforms, virtual reality (VR) and augmented reality (AR), to provide students with a 
more intuitive learning experience. For example, the use of VR technology to simulate the operation of the economic market 
enables students to observe and operate the mode of operation of the digital economy in a virtual environment.

In addition, the online learning platform can provide students with rich learning resources and flexible learning modes to 
help them improve themselves after class. The introduction of data analysis software can also help students better understand 
complex economic data and enhance their data processing and analytical skills.

4.4 Focusing on the development of interdisciplinary talent
In order to meet the needs of the digital economy, economic education must break the boundaries of traditional 

disciplines and cultivate talents with interdisciplinary thinking. Specifically, economics courses can be integrated with 
computer science, information technology and other disciplines, and cross-curricular courses such as "Digital Economy and 
Data Science" can be offered to train students with knowledge and skills in multiple fields.

At the same time, economic education should also focus on the cultivation of students' sense of innovation, encouraging 
them to transform the theoretical knowledge they have learned into practical application capabilities through innovative 
projects and entrepreneurial plans. This will not only help students find new development opportunities in the digital 
economy, but also promote innovation in the entire economic field.

4.5 Enhancing lifelong learning capacity
The digital economy is characterized by rapid technological updating and a constantly changing economic environment. 

Therefore, economic education should cultivate students' awareness and ability of lifelong learning. Schools can provide 
students with more online learning resources and platforms to help them learn independently after graduation and remain 
sensitive to new technologies and economic models. At the same time, schools should provide continuous professional 
development training for teachers to ensure that they are equipped with the latest educational tools and knowledge of the 
digital economy.

5. Conclusion
The era of digital economy has put forward brand-new requirements and challenges for economic education. In order 

to cultivate composite talents adapted to the development of the digital economy, economic education must undergo a 
comprehensive reform. By updating the teaching content, adopting diversified teaching methods, strengthening the application 
of digital technology, cultivating interdisciplinary ability and enhancing lifelong learning ability, economic education will 
be able to better respond to the challenges of the digital economy era, and deliver economic talents with innovative ability 
and technological literacy to the society. Future economic education should continue to keep pace with the times, remain 
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sensitive to the economic environment and technological development, and promote educational reform in the direction of 
greater openness, flexibility and diversity.
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