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Abstract: Mozambican socialism is a key case study of 20th-century development paths among post-colonial African

nations. Its evolution epitomizes Africa's anti-colonial struggle and modernization, with uniqueness rooted in the

interaction of colonial resistance, practical experimentation and global trends. Unlike classical socialist models, it avoids

dogmatic ideological transplantation, forming "practical socialism" shaped by anti-colonial experience and continuous

exploration. Chronological analysis of its ideological origins, practical pathways and regulatory restructuring clarifies its

development trajectory since the colonial era, examines current challenges and solutions. It offers insights into African

countries' anti-colonial and localized exploration, highlights the potential of socialist theory and deepens the understanding

of African Marxism. African Marxism is not a transient phenomenon; its anti-colonial and anti-racist essence is entirely

consistent with Third World Marxism [1].
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1 Introduction
Amid the 20th-century national liberation wave, post- colonial Mozambique, led by Mozambique Liberation Front,

forged a home- grown gradually evolving socialist path combining Marxism with anti- colonial experience.

Its practice avoided the blind transplantation of classic socialist models. It went through ideological budding in armed

struggles, post- independence implementation of a planned economy, and post-Cold-War adjustments toward a mixed

economy and multi- party system, complicated by colonial legacies, Cold-War geopolitics and globalization.

Studying its evolution and dilemmas helps understand localized African Marxism, offers modernization references for

the Third World, and brings fresh insights into post- colonial development within South- South cooperation.

2 Theoretical awakening during the colonial period: the intellectual origins of socialism in

Mozambique
2.1 Dual exploitation and racial oppression under colonial rule

Portugal, as the colonial power, forcibly incorporated Mozambique into the global capitalist system and established a

colonial economic model based on slave trade, plantation economy and resource exploitation. Under Marxist dependency

theory, Mozambique's colonial economic structure has typical "center-periphery" dependency characteristics.

2.1.1 The colonial economic structure under the dependency theory of Marxism

The slave trade powered Mozambique's colonial economy. From the 16th century, Portugal turned Mozambique's

coast into a slave- trade hub and established slave plantations. Peaking in the 19th century, the trade shattered local social
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and production systems.

As the core of dependent production, plantations relied on monoculture with forced labour to supply Portugal's

domestic industries, turning agriculture into a profit-making tool. Resource plunder intensified exploitation. Together, they

triggered "underdeveloped development" and constructed a dependent social structure whose post- independence legacy

blocked Mozambique's autonomous progress.

2.1.2 The colonial racial segregation further intensified class contradictions

Portuguese colonizers deployed the "civilizing mission" to enforce racial segregation. Under the Indigenous Peoples

System, Africans were classified into "civilized" and "uncivilized" groups and forced to accept Portuguese- language

education, with "civilization" merely a colonial- rule disguise.

The system fractured society: colonial elites controlled key industries, while hierarchical stratification exacerbated

class conflicts between local collaborators and exploited laborers. Educational, residential and spatial segregation further

aggravated racial oppression.

2.2 The emergence of socialism in the anti-colonial struggle

2.2.1 Armed struggle and attempts to localize Marxism

Since the 16th century, Mozambique was under Portuguese colonial rule. In the post-WWII era, calls for national

liberation intensified across Mozambique [2]. Led by FRELIMO, the people waged Marxist- guided armed struggle for

decolonization and social restructuring. The Lusaka Agreement advocated anti- imperialism, land reform and national

self- determination.

It merged class- struggle theory with African realities, combining guerrilla warfare and mass movements beyond

European Marxist frameworks. Critiquing the colonial core- periphery order, this localization fostered embryonic socialism,

awakened class awareness and built ideological foundations for post- independence development.

2.2.2 Class solidarity and creative transformation

In class-based collective practice, traditional chiefs joined the liberation movement, turning colonial resistance into

revolutionary mobilization and forming a transitional political alliance between indigenous traditional authorities and

modern revolutionary forces. Mo Jiezhen established "People's Courts" and "Land Redistribution Committees" in liberated

areas, turning Marxist class analysis into concrete practice. This theory-practice dynamic was formalized in the

Transitional Constitution, laying the ideological foundation for post-independence socialist society.

2.3 The shift from the "theory of the transition stage" to "scientific socialism"

In late colonial Mozambique, integrating Marxist development theory with local practice produced a distinctive

theoretical evolution trajectory. Based on colonial economic dependency, Mo Jiezhen's early "transitional stage theory"

advocated establishing a transitional government via democratic revolution before transitioning to socialism. This theory

combined Marxist stage theory with Africa's post-colonial context, acknowledging the complexity of colonial legacy and

the phased nature of revolution.

As armed struggle advanced, Mozambique evolved toward "scientific socialism" under one- party leadership [3]. Its

Transitional Constitution set socialist construction as the goal, prioritizing land and industrial nationalization as well as

universal education. Rooted in colonial- structure critiques and class- unity practices, this localized theory laid solid

theoretical foundations for post- independence socialist development.

3 Active exploration following independence: the practical path of socialist construction in

Mozambique
3.1 The utopian blueprint of the planned economy system and its threefold commitments
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3.1.1 The theoretical logic of egalitarianism, nationalization, and the rural communalization movement

The Mozambican Socialist Party explored a national development path to overcome colonial poverty and

backwardness [4]. Drawing on the Ujamaa model, Mozambican socialism centers on the "triple commitment":

egalitarianism, nationalization and rural communalization to end colonial- era economic dependence. Land reform

dismantled colonial exploitation, redistributing or nationalizing land for equal access. Industrial nationalization

concentrated state resources to drive national industrialization. Influenced by the Soviet model, it aimed to skip capitalism

for socialism. Rural communalization pursued agricultural scale efficiency and tighter state control over the countryside.

3.1.2 Structural imbalance and the dilemmas of survival practices amid the cold war

In Cold-War- era Mozambique, the utopian planned economy quickly met structural challenges. Though land reform

briefly lifted farmers' enthusiasm, it undermined autonomy and fueled food crises, exposing mismatches between

production- relation adjustments and actual productivity levels. Nationalized firms suffered rigid management and

backward technology, widening the urban- rural divide.

External pressures compounded domestic economic woes. Dragged into conflict, Mozambique endured civil rebellion

and bloated defense spending. Western blockades plus over- dependence on Soviet aid barred both global-market access

and industrial self- reliance. By the late 1980s, external debt soared to 200% of GDP, pushing the planned economy toward

collapse.

3.2 The challenges in the localization, dissemination, and education of Marxist ideology

3.2.1 The three major communication paths of the localization of Marxist ideology

After independence in 1975, Mozambique adopted Marxism as its guiding ideology and promoted ideological

localization via three approaches: educational dissemination, state mobilization, and artistic creation.

Educational dissemination centered on the education system: the government launched a nationwide literacy

campaign, developed local-language teaching materials, translated Marxist terms into local dialects, integrated theories into

daily discourse, and used the rural commune movement for ideological infiltration.

Artistic creation reconstructs historical memory through local art forms including theater, folk songs and murals. State

mobilization led Mozambique to establish "political-cultural circles" across urban and rural areas via Party branches and

women's organizations.

3.2.2 The ideological dimension of the education popularization and new generation cultivation program

Within this framework, Marxist localization aimed to forge new national identity via education, fostering socialist

"new individuals" with collectivist values to replace colonial- dependent culture. Reforming Portuguese- era schooling, the

state introduced revolution- oriented curricula, deployed teachers and mobile teams, and combined literacy with political

education.

Yet this educational utopia overlooked material realities. Rebellions damaged facilities, and Soviet aid lacked local

adaptation. By 1990, illiteracy still hit 67%. Its failure offers vital lessons for post- colonial states balancing cultural

construction and social progress.

3.3 The internationalist practice from "Non-Alignment" to "Pan-Africanism"

After independence amid the Cold War and African liberation movements, Mozambique shifted diplomatically from

non- alignment to pan-Africanism. It first pursued neutrality via the Non-Aligned Movement, yet geopolitics pushed it to

seek aid from the Soviet- Cuban socialist bloc.

In the late 1970s, Mozambique shifted focus to Pan-Africanist practices and strengthened Third World solidarity.

Based on Third World solidarity theory emphasizing common struggle against imperialism and colonialism, Pan-
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Africanism advocated African economic integration through unified resource allocation and production management [5].

By building the Frontline Countries Economic Cooperation Zone, Mozambique promoted regional integration and

anti- hegemonic internationalist practice. Embodying Third-World solidarity, it resisted Western neoliberalism. Yet

shrinking Soviet aid and civil-war burdens forced its late-1980s compromise to the West, shifting from pan-Africanism to

pragmatism.

4 Transformation and upgrading after the cold war: the adjustment and reconstruction of

Mozambican socialism
4.1 Theoretical shifts under the impact of economic globalization

After the Cold War, Mozambican socialism transformed amid economic globalization. Pushed by neoliberalism via

international financial institutions, it embraced market- oriented reforms and introduced the "socialist market" concept,

balancing market efficiency with state- guaranteed social equity through land redistribution and basic education.

Marxist- inspired theory shifted from a planned economy to a mixed- development path. It criticizes neoliberal

inequalities yet employs market tools and institutional innovations such as inclusive finance to alleviate poverty. This

paradigm shift mirrors modern- state challenges and illustrates diverse forms of 21st- century socialism.

4.2 The transition from a planned economy to a mixed economy

The end of the Cold War and globalization compelled Mozambique to transition from a planned economy to a mixed

economy. This process features privatization waves, reliance on foreign investment and strategic public sector preservation,

which also reveals deep-seated contradictions including widening wealth disparities.

4.2.1 Privatization, attracting foreign investment, and strategic retention of the public sector

Post-independence Mozambique was forced by domestic and international pressure to accept the International

Monetary Fund's structural adjustment plan and launch reforms centered on privatization and trade liberalization. To attract

foreign capital, the government allowed foreign investment in mining and agriculture, and retained limited intervention in

strategic public sectors to safeguard national economic sovereignty. This transformation follows dual logic: unleashing

vitality via market-oriented reforms and leveraging foreign investment for industrial upgrading; preserving the public

sector's leadership in infrastructure and social services through strategic retention to avoid social instability.

4.2.2 The contradiction between wealth disparity and the adjustment of political-economic structures

Under economic globalization, contradictions emerged between poverty- alleviation schemes and "inclusive growth".

Though land redistribution lifted many out of poverty, foreign- funded coastal manufacturing widened regional disparities.

Privatization- driven layoffs and weak social security brought about "growth- induced poverty".

Following the Soviet collapse, Mozambique adopted IMF- backed reforms while retaining multi- party cooperation to

avoid full Westernization, forming a distinctive hybrid model. Still, it faces persistent dilemmas: balancing

self- development, efficiency and equity in a globalized world remains an unfinished task.

4.3 The transition from a one-party system to a multi-party system

4.3.1 The reinterpretation of the character "Mo Jie Zhen"

After the Cold War, Mozambique's political system transformed profoundly. The 1990 constitutional amendment

established a multi-party framework, ending the 15-year single-party rule of the Mozambican National Liberation Front

(MNL). As ruling party, MNL redefined itself from a revolutionary party to a broad-based political force, revised its

ideology, and emphasized multi-party cooperation and the rule of law. In 1994's first multi-party elections, MNL won 70%

of votes, demonstrating strong political strength and resilience.

4.3.2 The transformation of socialist discourse
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Socialist discourse has transformed significantly during multi-party democratization. Mozambique redefined

"scientific socialism" as "a gradual socialism tailored to Mozambique's realities" [6], it recognizes markets for

foreign- investment attraction and takes poverty alleviation and universal education as core socialist principles, responding

to global pressures and domestic demands.

Still, democratization meets obstacles. Opposition parties have questioned electoral fairness since 2000. Foreign- led

industries enlarge regional gaps, and land redistribution reveals old-model flaws. This multi- party transition explores

socialist democratization, balancing stability, growth and equity and providing references for developing nations.

5 Contemporary coexistence of contradictions: the dual shackles and potential

breakthroughs of Mozambique's socialism
5.1 The complex crisis of domestic governance

Contemporary Mozambique confronts severe domestic governance crises with fragile political legitimacy. Fifty- year

continuous FRELIMO rule results in institutional rigidity. Opposition parties reject election outcomes, suppressing

political competition and sparking social unrest. Severe corruption shown by its low Transparency International ranking

and the 2024 "phantom voters" scandal, alongside insufficient judicial independence, further erode public trust.

Economically, it relies heavily on gas exports with underdeveloped manufacturing. Despite economic growth, its

poverty rate exceeds 45%. Uneven wealth distribution and gaps between resource- rich coastal zones and poor inland

farmland sharpen social contradictions.

5.2 Strategic competition in the international landscape

Mozambique confronts intricate international challenges stemming from strategic competition. Economically, Western

powers impose IMF- driven neoliberal reforms through loans, fostering dependency. Foreign capital dominates resource

exploitation; mining makes up 80% of exports, worsening industrial homogenization, while external debt hits 65% of GDP.

Politically, Western interference distorts its political process and questioned the 2019 election fairness.

Geopolitically, it suffers marginalization. Within SADC, it wields limited regional clout and lacks global- governance

influence. Western media also portrays it negatively, emphasizing poverty and corruption while ignoring its development

gains.

5.3 Achieving a balanced breakthrough in resource development and governance innovation

The future development of socialism in Mozambique requires balancing resource exploitation and governance

innovation: on the one hand, fully utilizing abundant natural resources to drive economic growth and industrial upgrading;

on the other hand, strengthening governance capacity, enhancing government transparency and credibility, combating

corruption, and safeguarding citizens' fundamental rights. Meanwhile, prioritizing environmental protection and social

equity to mitigate resource extraction's negative impacts, achieve coordinated economic, social and environmental

development, and lay a foundation for Mozambique's sustainable development.

5.4 The directional breakthrough of South-South cooperation and the African socialist movement

The future development of socialism in Mozambique requires strengthening South-South cooperation, sharing

experiences with other African countries and emerging economies, exploring development paths suited to Africa's

conditions and advancing the African socialist movement. It also requires participating in global governance, enhancing

African countries' international voice and influence, creating a favorable external development environment, promoting a

more equitable and reasonable international order and supporting the African socialist movement.
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5.5 Breakthroughs in China-Mozambique cooperation efforts in aid provision

China-Mozambique cooperation serves as a practical approach to assisting Mozambique's socialist development.

Currently, China is redefining its development paradigm across three dimensions: economic structure, infrastructure

upgrading, and livelihood improvement.

5.5.1 Economic structural transformation: diversification of industrial development

In economic structural transformation, China-Mozambique cooperation broke the single-resource dependence trap.

CRRC and other firms built a full coal washing, coking and power generation industrial chain in Mozambique, tripling

local coal added value; CNOOC and CNPC allowed China to deeply participate in Mozambique's natural gas development,

driving its transition from a resource exporter to a high-value-added industry-focused country. This "resources + industry"

model shifted Mozambique's export structure from primary products to high-value-added industrial goods.

5.5.2 Infrastructure modernization: overcoming development bottlenecks

Infrastructure modernization is pivotal to overcoming development bottlenecks. The extension of the Mombasa-

Niendla Railway to Mozambique expands the inland rail network, and the Maputo Bridge project cuts north-south travel

time, reduces bulk cargo logistics costs by 40% and revitalizes along-route agricultural zones. This infrastructure upgrade

has built vital economic arteries and turned Mozambique from a "geographic periphery" into a key regional transportation

hub.

5.5.3 Improvement of social welfare: enhancing development resilience

China-Mozambique welfare- oriented cooperation boosts developmental resilience. Chinese- supported drip irrigation

raises rice output [7], aided hospitals equip remote- diagnosis systems, and joint educational projects nurture local talents.

These public-welfare investments create a "technology- human capital" positive cycle and strengthen social risk resistance.

Breaking the North- South aid model, Chinese assistance promotes industrial diversification, infrastructure upgrade

and technical empowerment, helping Mozambique evolve toward a regional hub and a contributor to African socialist

development experience.

6 Conclusion
Mozambican socialism stands as a typical case of African anti- colonial struggle and modernization, mirroring

constant frictions between ideals and reality. Winning independence through armed struggle in 1975, Mozambique

implemented socialist reforms including land nationalization and state-managed education and healthcare, yielding certain

social achievements, though central planning eventually led to economic collapse. After the Cold War in 1990, it adopted a

multi- party system and a market- based economy anchored by natural- gas exports, yet persistent troubles remain over

political legitimacy, economic dependency and governance capacity.

In recent years, deepened China-Mozambique cooperation under the "technology + investment + assistance" model

facilitates economic diversification, structural upgrading, infrastructure construction and social- welfare improvement.

Even so, Mozambique still grapples with debt burdens, limited regional influence and threats from northern extremist

groups. Its socialist practice provides precious anti- colonial experience and practical warnings for African nations. Moving

ahead, it needs to balance resource development, governance innovation and South- South cooperation, and its trajectory

will continue to shape African socialist movements.
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