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Abstract: This paper systematically reviews the methods and tools used to analyze high-frequency financial data within 
the framework of market microstructure research. It focuses on classical structural models such as ACD, GARCH, Hawkes 
processes, VAR, and limit order book models, alongside emerging data-driven approaches including machine learning and 
Bayesian methods with a novel asynchronous clock integration framework. The theoretical features, strengths, and limita-
tions of these models in explaining microstructure dynamics, handling high-frequency data characteristics, and addressing 
modeling challenges are discussed. Emphasis is placed on the complementary roles of structural and data-driven models 
in balancing interpretability and predictive power. Finally, future directions including cross-market structural modeling, 
multi-factor mechanism integration, and model ensemble strategies are proposed to support deeper theoretical understanding 
and practical market supervision as well as advance real-time national market stability mechanisms. 
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1. Introduction and Theoretical Background
The emergence of high-frequency financial data has profoundly reshaped the study of market microstructure. With 

trading now occurring at sub-second intervals, modern financial markets generate vast streams of millisecond-level data that 
capture granular events such as order submissions, cancellations, and executions. These developments have made it possible 
to observe the dynamics of order books and price formation processes in unprecedented detail [1]. 

Market microstructure theory centers on understanding how trading mechanisms, information asymmetry, liquidity 
provision, and transaction costs influence the formation of asset prices. Traditionally, these processes were modeled using 
lower-frequency data, which limited the scope for analyzing intraday market behaviors. The advent of high-frequency data 
allows researchers to examine how prices react to information, how liquidity evolves within microseconds, and how strategic 
interactions between market participants unfold in real time. 

High-frequency data provide a powerful lens for investigating short-term volatility, the transmission of private 
information, and the mechanisms of price discovery. Their use has led to the development of new models that account for 
the discrete, asynchronous, and event-driven nature of modern markets [2]. 

This paper aims to systematically review the theoretical and analytical tools used to model and interpret high-
frequency financial data within the context of market microstructure. Instead of presenting empirical findings, the focus 
is on summarizing major modeling approaches and highlighting their implications for understanding key microstructural 
phenomena. 

2. Modeling Approaches and Analytical Tools
High-frequency financial data exhibit unique statistical characteristics — such as non-normality, jump behavior, and 

strong heteroskedasticity — that complicate traditional modeling strategies. These features have prompted the development 
of specialized models tailored to the granular, event-driven nature of modern financial markets. Table 1 provides an overview 
of the key modeling approaches, their purposes, distinguishing features, and theoretical contributions. 

Table 1. Overview of Modeling Approaches for High-Frequency Financial Data

Model/Tool Purpose Key Features Theoretical Value

ACD Model Model trade durations and market 
intensity

Captures autocorrelation in inter-trade 
durations

Reflects temporal market activity and 
trader responsiveness

GARCH & 
Extensions Model volatility dynamics Accounts for volatility clustering and 

asymmetric shocks
Useful for analyzing short-term risk 

and liquidity fluctuations

Hawkes 
Process

Model self-exciting sequences of 
market events

Captures event clustering and endogenous 
reaction loops

Explains feedback mechanisms in 
high-frequency order flow

VAR Model Model interdependence among multiple 
variables

Captures dynamic linkages (e. g. , price, 
orders, volume)

Offers causal interpretation of 
microstructural relationships
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Model/Tool Purpose Key Features Theoretical Value

Limit 
Order Book 

Models
Describe order book mechanics and 

price dynamics
Represents the structure of submissions, 

cancellations, trades
Reveals the mechanics of price 

discovery and liquidity formation

Machine 
Learning 
Models

Identify nonlinear patterns in large 
datasets

Data-driven, flexible, suited for high-
dimensional analysis

Powerful in prediction, less 
transparent for theory validation

Bayesian 
Methods Probabilistic modeling and inference Incorporates prior knowledge and updates 

beliefs dynamically
Handles uncertainty and model 

ambiguity in high-frequency context

Among classical approaches, the Autoregressive Conditional Duration (ACD) model focuses on modeling the time 
between events, offering a framework for understanding market activity levels. 

GARCH-type models, including their extended versions, account for volatility clustering and time-varying risk, 
essential for capturing intraday volatility structures. 

The conditional variance of high - frequency return  is shown as below: 

Parameter constraints include: . For non - equally spaced data, introduce time adjustment as below: 

Where t is the time interval. 
The Hawkes process provides a means to capture event self-excitation, helping explain order arrival intensities and 

feedback mechanisms. 
Vector Autoregression (VAR) models enable the joint modeling of interrelated high-frequency variables, while limit 

order book (LOB) models simulate the dynamic behavior of the order book and offer structural insights into liquidity layers 
[3]. 

Beyond these, machine learning techniques such as random forests and neural networks have emerged as flexible, non-
parametric alternatives capable of detecting hidden patterns in complex datasets. While they often lack interpretability, they 
offer superior adaptability. Finally, Bayesian methods allow the integration of prior beliefs with observed data, making them 
especially useful in real-time, noisy, or sparse environments typical of high-frequency settings. 

Together, these tools constitute a diverse methodological foundation for exploring market microstructure through a 
high-frequency lens. They provide not only modeling power but also theoretical insights into the dynamic mechanisms that 
govern modern trading systems. 

3. Model Evaluation and Theoretical Comparison
The evaluation of high-frequency financial models involves balancing explanatory power with predictive performance, 

as well as considering the trade-off between structural assumptions and data-driven adaptability. Classical econometric 
models, such as ACD, GARCH, VAR, and Hawkes processes, offer strong interpretability rooted in well-defined economic 
theory. These models are typically equipped with structural constraints that facilitate causal inference and theoretical 
generalization, particularly in explaining phenomena like volatility clustering, trade intensity, or price impact [4]. 

In contrast, machine learning models and Bayesian methods emphasize flexibility and adaptability. Their strength 
lies in pattern recognition and dynamic updating, especially when dealing with noisy, nonlinear, or high-dimensional data. 
However, they often operate as “black boxes, ” raising challenges for theoretical validation and interpretation, particularly 
when used to investigate the micro-foundations of market behavior [5]. 

A key comparative dimension lies in how well different models explain specific features of market microstructure. For 
instance, Hawkes processes are well-suited to modeling order clustering and self-exciting feedback, while LOB models are 
designed to capture price formation mechanisms and liquidity layers. GARCH models remain effective in analyzing short-
term volatility patterns, but may struggle in event-driven contexts with irregular time stamps. Machine learning approaches 
can outperform in forecasting limit order book movements or detecting anomalies, but they rarely offer insight into the 
underlying causes of such dynamics. 

The robustness of these models in high-frequency environments is another critical theoretical issue. Model 
misspecification, overfitting, and sensitivity to microstructural noise can impair inference. For example, Hawkes models 
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may misrepresent exogenous shocks as endogenous contagion, while non-parametric models may suffer from limited 
generalizability. Additionally, the irregular timing of trades and asynchronous nature of multivariate data streams further 
complicate model calibration and validation. 

For instance, a Mis-specification Test of Hawkes Process begins with definition of the residual process as follows: 

Where . So we can then test the statistic through the KS test shown below: 

( ) -t
n n

sup
D = F t -(1-e )

t

And with the critical value for n = 5000 is 0. 019, we reject the null hypothesis when nD >1.36/ n . 

From a regulatory and market design perspective, the theoretical evaluation of these models yields several implications. 
Well-specified structural models help uncover how market frictions, information asymmetry, or liquidity constraints manifest 
at micro time scales. This, in turn, informs the design of surveillance algorithms, circuit breakers, and market efficiency 
benchmarks. Conversely, the predictive strength of machine learning tools can enhance real-time monitoring but must be 
supplemented by theoretical models to support regulatory interpretation and policy formulation. 

In sum, a combined approach — leveraging both structural and adaptive models — offers a more complete framework 
for studying market microstructure in high-frequency domains. Such integration not only advances theoretical understanding 
but also supports the development of tools for practical decision-making and financial supervision [6]. 

4. Conclusion and Future Directions
High-frequency data have enriched market microstructure research by enabling fine-grained theoretical modeling of

order flow, volatility, and liquidity. The reviewed models — ranging from ACD and GARCH to Hawkes processes and 
machine learning — demonstrate distinct strengths in capturing different aspects of microstructure dynamics.

From a theoretical standpoint, structural models offer clarity in mechanism explanation, while data-driven methods 
provide adaptability and pattern detection. These approaches are not mutually exclusive but theoretically complementary, 
suggesting that integrated modeling frameworks may yield deeper insights.

For instance, we can design the Integration Framework of Structure and Machine Learning by constructing a hybrid 
prediction model as below: 

( )Hawkes (LSTM)
t t t t ty =w y +(1-w ) y⋅ ⋅


With the related Dynamic adjustment of weights is: 

t 0t -(V -V )/ô

1w =
1+e

Where tV  is the volatility anomaly indicator. 

Future research may focus on cross-market structure modeling, multi-factor mechanism design, and hybrid modeling 
strategies that combine interpretability with flexibility. As high-frequency trading systems evolve, so too must the theoretical 
tools that aim to understand and guide them.
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